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NORTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL
COURSE SYLLABUS
Teacher: Ben Wallace
Subject: Chemistry
Contact info:

ben.wallace@cmcss.net

931-648-5675 ext. 1343
Room 343

WELCOME

I would like to extend a warm Northwest welcome to all parents/guardians and students!  The purpose of this letter is to introduce myself and inform you of the procedures and expectations in my classroom.  My ultimate goal this year is to help your son or daughter be successful and reach his or her full learning potential.

CONTACT INFORMATION

One of the most important ways that we can reach that goal is to have open communication regarding your child’s progress throughout the school year.  There are several ways that we can accomplish this.  You may e-mail me at any time at ben.wallace@cmcss.net.  I check my e-mail before and after school hours.  You may also call NWHS (931-648-5675) and leave a message.  I will most likely respond to e-mails and phone calls within 24 hours.  
HELPFUL ON-LINE SITES

If you are not familiar with Power School, I encourage you to log in.  Parents/guardians may view their child’s grades at any time or opt to have the grades e-mailed to them on a regular schedule.  I am committed to keeping Power School updated with current grades.  Contact the NWHS guidance office if you are unsure of your login username and password.

My NWHS webpage contains important information for students and parents.  To find the webpage, visit www.cmcss.net, click “Our Schools”, click “Northwest High School” (under high schools), and then click “Faculty & Staff Directory.”  Scroll down until you see my name and then click “Website”. You may also access the site at wallaceben@weebley.com.
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES AND EXPECTATIONS
· Attendance 
· If you are not in your seat when I take attendance you will be marked TARDY!
· School System policies will be followed.
· Passes
· Passes during instructional time will NOT be given except for emergencies only.
· Please try to use the restroom between classes.
· Passes will NOT be written to the phones or the vending machines. 
· Daily Work / Use of Time
· When time is provided for work you are expected to use it.
· If you choose to do work from another class it may be confiscated.
· We will be doing occasional assignments online and time will be given to complete the assignment.  Please do not abuse your opportunity to work on the assignment at school.
· Homework will normally be graded either for accuracy or as attempted. You may not always know which way it will be graded before it is due.
· You will never be given busy work.  Each assignment has a purpose.  Sometimes the assignments are given so that you have an opportunity to make mistakes with little or no penalty. 
· If you finish your assignment early you may work on homework from another class but do not disturb other students. 
· After an absence / Missed assignments 
· Begin by asking fellow students what we did the day before.
· Check the homework / assignment bin to see what we did.
· You may access lost or missed assignments on the class website.
· Assignments are due in the number of days you were absent.
· You will need to stay after school to make up test.
· In most cases you will not make up missed lab time.  You will simply join in a lab group if the lab activity is not completed.  
· Late Work
· Will be graded for half credit if it is one day late.
· You will not receive credit if it is more than one day late.
· When you have a question / Responding to a question
· Please raise your hand and wait until you are called on to ask a question or respond to a question.
· Do not shout out answers.
· Please respect yourself and others! Everyone has a voice in this classroom.  Improper comments will not be tolerated. 
· Dismissal
· I will dismiss the class, the bell does not.
· Remain in your seat until dismissed.
· DO NOT line up at the door.
· When announcements are made  / during an interruption
· Remain quiet and listen until announcements are complete
· Stay quiet and continue working during an interruption or if we have visitors.
· Food / Beverages
· Food and drink with the exception of water are not permitted unless you have prior authorization.  
· Grooming 
· This class is not a beauty parlor.
· Do NOT use your make-up, hairbrushes, sprays, nail polish etc... during class.
· Cell Phones and other Electronic Devices
· As a general rule electronic devices are not allowed in the classroom per school board policy.
· We may occasionally use cell phones for certain classroom activities.
· If an electronic device is observed in use during an unapproved time it will be dealt with following the current school board policy.
·  Additionally, respect school property (i.e. don’t draw on desks).
· Don’t wait until the last minute. If you’re having problems with a class—talk to your teacher!
· Ask for Restroom breaks when all instruction is complete.

· Do not ask me what your grade is!  You can check your grade at any time using power school.  I will provide progress reports every three weeks but beyond that it is your responsibility to check on your grades.

CONSEQUENCES

Students will be expected to follow classroom/school rules and procedures.  When necessary, I will follow the steps outlined in the Student Handbook to deal with disciplinary issues.

GRADING PROCEDURES

I use a weighted grading system so that some categories (e.g. Assessments) are weighted at a higher grade percentage than other categories (e.g. Homework).  Each nine-week grade will be weighted as follows:

1) Classwork and homework 30% (out of class assignments, any other in class assignments, and classroom behavior, attitude, and participation).  Assignments that are graded for accuracy will be placed in the homework category and will count for 15%.  Assignments that are graded for effort will be placed in the category called classwork and will count for 15%.
2) Assessments 40% (Test and Quizzes completed within each lesson and unit)

3) Projects 20% (Lab activities which will be graded based on following procedure and participation as well as answering the follow-up questions.)
4) Notebook Assessment 10% (Maintaining a neat and complete record of all classroom activities and handouts)
For the first semester grade, the first and second nine-week grade will account for 40% each and the semester exam will account for the remaining 20%.

The second semester grade will be calculated in a similar manner as the first semester except that each nine-week grade will count 30%, the final exam will count 15%, and the End-of-course will count 25%. I do not have control over your EOC score.  It is important to you that you prepare as well as possible so that your success or failure is not determined by that test.

REQUIRED MATERIALS
- A 1-inch or larger 3-ringed binder 


- Students need a cover sheet in the front plastic cover of the binder.



- The sheet should include student name, period, & teacher.

- Students need a supply of binder paper in the front of the binder.

- The binder will be used to store all assignments and extra documents.
- A composition notebook

- College Rule (The types that are bound.  NO SPIRAL BOUND NOTEBOOKS)

- We will be producing a fairly detailed interactive notebook which is designed 
to improve the retention of the concepts studied.
- Writing Utensils: Blue/Black pens, pencils, a pack of dry erase markers and a 
highlighter, a simple calculator (graphing calculator is not necessary) 
OTHER INFORMATION:
· The fastest way to a D or an F in this class is by not participating!  Help your student by establishing an after school/ nightly homework time.  It is critical that the students stay on pace with the learning in class.  The concepts build upon one another and are consistently referred back to for the remainder of the year.  Getting behind will place extra stress on the student and make class much more difficult.
· Stay well informed as to what is going on in class.  You are the most able person to provide guidance after school and to help encourage your student to participate fully in the various assignments.
· Finally, please help your student to maintain a positive attitude.  Everyone enrolled in class can pass the class and have success on the state test in the spring.  A good attitude is critical to that outcome.
Sincerely,
Ben Wallace




[image: image2.jpg]



Northwest High School 2016-2017 School Year
Benjamin Wallace, Physical Science and Chemistry
ben.wallace@cmcss.net

931-648-5675
Room 343
Student Name: _____________________________
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to the 2015-2016 School Year! I am excited about having your student in my class and want to introduce myself in order to open the door of communication between us. Please feel free to email me (ben.wallace@cmcss.net) if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress.  All meetings/conferences should be prearranged.  Please avoid “drop-in” conferences as this makes it very difficult for me to prepare and do a thorough job of discussing the situation.  

Please review the attached classroom guidelines and procedures with your student and sign below.  Additionally, please make sure your student has the required materials for class. 

Thank you,
Benjamin Wallace  

Physical Science, Chemistry ( Northwest High School ( E-mail: ben.wallace@cmcss.net 
Signatures:

	Students
	I have read the classroom guidelines and procedures. 

I understand them and will honor them. 

	Signature
	___________________________________________
	Date:    ___________________

	Parents
	My student and I have discussed the classroom guidelines and procedures. 

I understand them and will support them.

	Signature
Email
	___________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
	Date:    ___________________


Is there anything you would like to share about your student that might help me know and teach him/her better?
